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1 . DURING PAST 72 HOURS SECURITY ELEMENTS IN AND AROUND NOUAK- 
CHOTT CONTINUED THEIR SURVEILLANCE OF MOVEMENTS OF POPULACE IN 
WHAT HAS NOW BECOME ROUTINE FASHION. PRINCIPAL GOVERNMENT 
BUILDINGS, AND PARTICULARLY THE AIRPORT, REMAIN UNDER ARMED 
GUARD. SIX-MAN PATROLS CONTINUE TO CIRCULATE THROUGHOUT CITY 
DURING THE NIGHT, AND UNANSWERED QUESTIONS ARE FREQUENTLY 
RAISED THE SECOND TIME BY DAY SHIFT AFTER SUSPECT 

HAS SPENT NIGHT IN CUSTODY. MOST STRIKING CHANGE IN 
PROFILE OF SECURITY FORCES APPEARS TO BE INCREASED 
VIGILANCE WITH WHICH INDIVIDUAL SOLDIERS ARE QUIETLY 
CARRYING OUT THEIR ASSIGNED FUNCTIONS. MINISTRS AND 
OTHER RANKING GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS HAVE APPARENTLY 
BERN ASSIGNED PERSONAL BODYGUARDS. TROOPERS PROTECTING KEY 
OFFICIALS APPEAR TO BE DISCIPLINED. WELL-ARMED, AND 
PROFESSIONAL. OFFICIAL FUNCTIONS WHICH INCLUDE DIPLO- 
MATIC CORPS ARE NOW BEING GUARDED BY SIZABLE SECURITY 
CONTINGENT. PRIOR TO SECOND WEEK OF DECEMBER, EVEN 
FUNCTIONS INVOLVING PRESIDENT OF REPUBLIC WERE AFFORDED 
MAXIMUM OF TWO OR THREE SCRUFFY AND BORED SURETE UNDERLINGS 

2. SPANISH EMBASSY OFFICER REPORTS THAT MAURITANIAN 
FORCES ATTEMPTING TO PUSH NORTHWARD INTO SAHARA REMAIN 
STALLED FIFTEEN KILOMETERS SOUTH OF AUSERT (2235N, 1415W). 
ALTHOUGH LIMITED EXCHANGES OF FIRE HAVE OCCURRED BETWEEN 
THESE FORCES AND POLISARIO UNITS, MOSTLY RESULTING FROM 
SNIPER ATTACKS BY THE LATTER, MAJOR FACTOR INHIBITING 
MAURITANIAN ADVANCE APPEARS TO BE LOGISTICAL. HILLY 
TERRAIN SURROUNDING AUSERT COUPLED WITH INADEQUATE 
MAURITANIAN RESUPPLY CAPABILITY APPARENTLY HAS GROUND 
MAURITANIAN ADVANCE Y LAND TO A HALT, AT LEAST TEMPORARILY. 

3. MAURITANIAN MECHANIC EMPLOYED BY AMERICAN FIRM ON 
AIR MAURITANIA MAINTENANCE CONTRACT REPORTS THERE WAS 
SUSTAINED GUNFIRE IN VICINITY OF BIR MOGREIN (2512N, 

1 135W) THROUGHOUT MORNING OF 9 JAN. WHILE REPAIRING 
AIRM AIRCRAFT GROUNDED IN BIR MOGREIN, MECHANIC HEARD 
CONTINUING GUNFIRE FROM WHAT HE DESCRIBED AS SEMI- 
AUTOMATIC WEAPONS. 

4. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH WE DOUBT THERE HAS BEEN WEAKEN- 
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ING OF MAURITANIAN RESOLVE TO ARRIVE IN VILLA CISNEROS 
PRIOR TO SPANISH DEPARTURE, IT SEEMS EQUALLY CLEAR THAT 
THEY WILL NOT BE CAPABLE OF DOING SO BY LAND IN ALLOTED 
TIME FRAME. AT THIS POINT, STALLED GROUND ORCES NEAR 
AUSERT, WHICH WERE ORIGINALLY INTENDED TO CONSTITUTE 
STRIKE FORCE GAINING CONTROL OF VILLA CISNEROS, ARE NO 
LONGER A CONSIDERATION IN ANY EARLY MAURITANIAN MILITARY 
VENTURE INTO THAT CITY. IF MAURITANIAN FORCES ARE TO 
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LAND IN VILLA CISNEROS IN NEXT SEVERAL DAYS, WHICH IS 
TIMEFRAME WITHIN WHICH SPANISH EMBASSY STATES ALL SPANISH 
FORCES WILL BE WITHDRAWN TO CANARIES, THEY WILL 
NEED TO DO SO BY SEA OR BY AIR, POSSIBLY UTILIZING 
THE C-130 HERCULES PLACED AT THEIR DISPOSAL BY 
GABONESE PRESIDENT BONGO. HANDYSIDE 
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